Microsoft® IT Academy Program

‘We are delighted to be partnering with Microsoft on offering all Specialist Schools and
Academies Trust members access to this special Microsoft IT Academy Program offering-
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A Special Invitation To All SSAT Member Schools

The Microsoft IT Academy Program is a complete educational solution offering the tools and resources needed for
schools to deliver high quality training in Desktop Applications, and more to students, teachers, staff and the wider
community. Schools worldwide trust in the Microsoft IT Academy Program to provide the latest IT education
programs for Microsoft technologies.

We recognise that schools are under enormous pressures to attain high standards, deliver a demanding curriculum that
meet industry needs, offer Skills Development and provide extra-curricular activities beyond their normal scope. We also
recognise the key role schools play in their local community and in ensuring that skills and increased capabilities are
available to all. Through its efforts in the academic space, Microsoft has developed assets and programs that further support
the combined objectives of both the Specialist Schools Academies Trust (SSAT) and the schools agenda.

Working closely in partnership with the SSAT, Microsoft has created a unique IT Academy Program offering that is available
to all SSAT member schools.
Benefits to a School and their audiences
e Branding and partnership with Microsoft as an IT Academy promotes the school
e Raise standards by providing a common baseline in Digital Literacy for all staff
e  Provide community education and involve parents in their children's learning
Benefits to Staff Workforce Program
e  Fulfils the performance management target linked to ICT for every member of staff
e  Staff ICT audits and skills validated through Microsoft IT Academy
e  Supports the acquisition of qualified teachers status (QTS)
Benefits to Teaching Individuals
e Complete lesson plans, presentation materials and assessment guides provided
e Access to e-learning with management tools
e  Reduces marking and assessment time
e  Personal Teacher Development towards Microsoft Certified Trainer status and awards
Benefits to Students
e  Personalised Learning with 24/7 access via e-learning; anywhere-anytime leading to employability skills
e Aids learning because IT is core within Maths, English and Science and all areas of the curriculum
e Students can see the relevance and application of the skills in everyday life
Benefits to Parents and the Community

e  SSAT schools that are Microsoft IT Academy members provide community outreach to families via programs such
as UK Online and Learn Direct, and voluntary groups such as “schools at the heart of the community”

e  This supports the national digital inclusion agenda via Microsoft Digital Literacy curriculum and offers further
progression in ICT skills

e  Opportunities to up-skill parents and community in line with government initiatives such as Skills for Life

To learn more about the Microsoft IT Academy Program and the special pricing available to SSAT member

schools, please call Prodigy Learning on 0845-399-1553 or email ssat@prodigysolutions.com

Microsoft® IT Academy Program @ Prodigy



A Special Invitation To All SSAT Member Schools

Benefits to Local Businesses

e  Through business in the community, Microsoft IT Academy members can reach out to small businesses providing
professional development for staff and new hires such as apprentices

e Meets small business pressure where time for Continued Professional Development training is limited but recognised
as a value to small businesses

e Encourages a support network for remote areas with a trusted partner

A Comprehensive Portfolio of Educational Training and Certification

The Microsoft IT Academy Program provides schools with a complete roadmap of IT education and certification. Additionally
Microsoft certifications are recognised by OCR, City and Guilds, SQA and Edexcel. These awarding bodies provide validated
exams in Functional Skills, GCSE, A-level and Diploma levels.

Microsoft Certifications are:

In demand globally by industry and are mapped to our National Qualifications Framework (NQF), and the emerging
Qualification and Credit Framework (QCF).

Recognised by Awarding bodies enabling schools to draw down program funding.
Enabling schools to gain valuable performance points.
e  Beginning with students new to computing.
(Microsoft Digital Literacy Curriculum: Available in 23 languages and is certificated at entry level 3)
e  Through to students working towards proficiency with everyday business applications.

(Desktop/Information Worker: Full suite of Application skills development learning programs which is certificated at
levels 2 and 3 in the NQF and the emerging QCF with funding eligibility)

e And finally through to those students who are pursuing a technical certification and an IT career
(Professional: Full suite of IT Professional skills development learning programs, in the design, developer, database,
administration, systems and support arenas. With full progression through the NQF and the emerging QCF and funding
eligibility.)
Microsoft IT Academy Program Membership Fees

The annual membership fee for the Microsoft IT Academy Program (exclusively available to SSAT member schools) is just
£560 + VAT - a saving of £324 on the current official Microsoft IT Academy Advanced level membership fee.

Microsoft IT Academy Program Membership Cycle Options

‘ Membership cycles Enrollment periods
‘ January 1-December 31 October 1-March 31
‘ July 1-June 30 April 1-September 30

Registrations are accepted at any time during the calendar year, although membership costs are not pro-rated.
Microsoft IT Academy Program Levels

SSAT member schools can join the Microsoft IT Academy and receive access to all available benefits (across both the Essential
and Advanced membership levels) for no additional cost.

To learn more about the Microsoft IT Academy Program and the special pricing available to SSAT member

schools, please call Prodigy Learning on 0845-399-1553 or email ssat@prodigysolutions.com
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Microsoft IT Academy Benefits for SSAT Member Schools

Curriculum

Microsoft E-Learning portfolio

E-learning portfolio provides more than 300 multimedia courses including simulations, games, and videos to help students and instructors
improve their skills.

Microsoft E-Reference Books Library
Library enables searches through more than 500 technology books published by Microsoft Press. Three instructor subscriptions are included
with Microsoft IT Academy membership and discounted rates are available to students.

Microsoft Digital Literacy

Curriculum provides essential skills for students new to computing.

Academic textbooks (fees apply)

Microsoft Official Academic Course (MOAC) provides curriculum for semester-based and quarter-based courses. Supplements include an
instructor resource center, teaching notes, virtual labs, assessments, and sample syllabi. Available only to academic institutions.
Software and resources

Lab licenses*

Advanced level members may request up to 100 licenses for Windows server and client products, including Windows Vista Business for
classroom use.

Essential level members may request up to 50 licenses for Office Professional Edition 2003 and/or Office

Professional 2007 for classroom use.

*See license note in the Global Benefits Guide. Additional media and shipping charges may apply.

MSDN Academic Alliance (MSDN AA)

One-year downloads subscription for Developer and Designer MSDN AA tracks allowing use of Microsoft platform, server, developer, and
designer products on the personal computers of students and faculty.

Microsoft TechNet Plus

One-year subscription to Microsoft TechNet Plus Direct, and a discount on additional subscriptions. Allows download of knowledge base
articles, security updates, utilities, and other resources.

Certification exams

Microsoft certifications
Microsoft IT Academy members receive discount pricing on select Microsoft certification exams.

Microsoft Certified Trainer (MCT)

Each Microsoft IT Academy institution receives one Microsoft Certified Trainer membership and a 25 percent discount on additional MCT
memberships for qualified instructors. At the Essential level, instructors with certifications on the 2007 Microsoft Office system are eligible for
MCT membership.

Marketing resources
Welcome kit
Members receive a welcome letter, plaque, and posters to promote their Microsoft IT Academy membership.

Microsoft IT Academy Program member logo
Members receive access to the Microsoft IT Academy logo for marketing use.

Additional benefits for SSAT members

Account Manager
Named contact for any Microsoft IT Academy questions or requests

Induction
Free induction and remote Live Meetings

Support
Ongoing support from Microsoft and Prodigy Learning (Microsoft's Academic Engagement Partner in the UK)

To learn more about the Microsoft IT Academy Program and the special pricing available to SSAT member

schools, please call Prodigy Learning on 0845-399-1553 or email ssat@prodigysolutions.com
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ICT Curriculum Roadmap: Pathways to Success

http://www.microsoft.com/learning/education/roadmap/
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